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• How does engaging in Close Reading 
support the expectations of  the Common 
Core State Standards? 

 

• How do we use the Close Reading strategy 
to engage students in a deep and careful 
analysis of  text? 

 

Essential Questions 



How does Close Reading strategy 

fit with CCSS & ELA Shifts? 



This is one instructional 
approach and does not 
describe all instruction. 

Remember… 



• We will be working through a Close Read model 

lesson. 

 

• Please engage in this activity as a student.  

 

• Please note “teacher” thoughts or questions on a 

post-it note (for post-reading activity) 

Snapshot  

Model of Lesson 



STEP ONE: Initial Reading 

1. Look at the text in front of you. 
What do you notice before reading the 
document? 

 

2. Read through the text independently 
one time. 

 

1. Next, follow along with the text as I 
read it aloud to you.  



STEP TWO: Text Dependent 

Questions 

• Answers should be specific and cite 
evidence from the text.  
As we answer questions, annotate your copy 

of  the text 

 

Keep you eyes on the text and be prepared to discuss.   

 

Ask questions about the text and share them with 
your colleagues. 

 

Share additional thoughts!  

 

 



6th Grade  

Text Dependent Questions… 



7th and 8th Grade  

Text Dependent Questions… 



10th – 12th  Grade  

Text Dependent Questions… 



Teacher Reflections and 

Questions  



Instructions for Close Reads 



SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium Claims (found at smarterbalanced.org and here) 

1. Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of 
increasingly complex literary and informational texts. 

 

2. Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range 
of  purposes and audiences. 

 

1. Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range 
of  purposes and audiences. 

 

1. Students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate topics and to 
analyze, integrate, and present information. 

Using Close Reads to support 

students success on assessments 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Smarter-Balanced-ELA-Literacy-Claims.pdf


How does the model lesson we just engaged in reflect the 
expectations set-out in the evidence guides?  

Evidence Guides 

1
 Refer to Common Core Shifts at a Glance (achievethecore.org/ELALitShifts) and the 3- Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy 

(achievethecore.org/publisherscriteria) for additional information about the Shifts required by the CCSS. 
2
 Refer to achievethecore.org/ela-literacy-common-core/text-complexity/ for text complexity resources. 

This tool is for use by teachers, those providing support to teachers, and others working to implement the CCSS for ELA and Literacy  it is not designed for use in evaluation.  The CCSS Evidence Guide for Planning and Practice in a Single 
Lesson is intended for use in conjunction with the CCSS Evidence Guide for Planning and Practice Over the Course of the Year. Both tools are available at achievethecore.org/instructional-practice.  

 
To the extent possible under law, we have waived all copyright and related or neighboring rights to this work. Any and all components of these modules may be customized to meet the needs of any audience  they 
may be modified, reproduced, and disseminated without prior permission. 
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CCSS EVIDENCE GUIDE FOR PLANNING AND PRACTICE IN A SINGLE LESSON  English Language Arts, Grades 6-12  

  

The Shifts required by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts are1:  

1. Building knowledge through content-rich non-fiction 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literary and 

informational 

3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This guide provides concrete examples of what the Common 

Core State Standards for English Language Arts in grades 6-

12 look like in daily planning and practice. It is designed as a 

developmental tool for teachers and those who support 

teachers. 

Date:  Teacher:  Class:  
Lesson  

and Text:  
Standards 

Addressed:  

Use this tool to observe a lesson and provide feedback or to guide lesson planning and reflection. When observing a portion of a lesson, some expectations may be 
appropriately left blank.  For all uses, refer to the CCSS Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy (corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy). 

EXPECTATION EVIDENCE OBSERVED OR GATHERED  

1. A high quality text (or multiple texts) 
is at the center of the lesson.  

These expectations should be evident in planning and observable in instruction.  Sample artifacts or observables include: lesson plan, teacher 
instruction, text(s), and tasks. 

A. A majority of the lesson is spent 
reading, writing or speaking directly 
about a text or multiple texts. 

Circle 1-4 below based on evidence recorded, where a 2 or 3 indicates progress between the descriptions provided. 
1 2 3 4 Notes:  

There is no text under 
consideration in this 
lesson. 

  
The lesson is focused on a 

text or multiple texts. 

B. The text(s) are at or above the 
complexity level expected for the 
grade and time in the school year2. 

1 2 3 4 

The text(s) are below both 
the quantitative and 
qualitative complexity 
expected for the grade and 
time in the school year. 

  

The text(s) are at or above 
both the qualitative and 
quantitative complexity 

expected for the grade and 
time in the school year. 

C. The text(s) exhibit exceptional craft 
and thought and/or provide useful 
information. 

1 2 3 4 

The quality of the text(s) is 
low  they are poorly 
written and do not provide 
useful information. 

  

The quality of the text(s) is 
high  they are well 

written and/or provide 
useful information. 

 

 

  

Available here and at 

achievethecore.org 

http://www.achievethecore.org/leadership-tools-common-core/instructional-practice/


• What a Close Reading is NOT!! 

• A close read is not intended: 

• For students to complete 

individually 

• To be assigned for homework 

• Used as filler or substitute 

teacher’s activity  

 

Used with great frequency. 

• Daily or weekly assignments  

• As the main approach to content 

or strategy instruction  

 

• A Close Read is intended: 

• To engage students in a group 

discussion  

• To be completed in class 

• A well-planned activity over 

multiple days  

•  Should be used at intervals throughout 

the year. 

• Once or twice per quarter 

• Use with a balanced approach of  

teaching academic vocabulary, 

annotation of  texts, and other 

research-based literacy strategies. 

 

Warning!!!!! 

What a Close Reading IS!!! 



Resources 
Close Reading Exemplars and Instructions 

• Student Achievement Partners - www.achievethecore.org 

• Edmodo www.edmodo.com 

• Or follow this link to be granted access: 
http://www.edmodo.com/home#/join/60a0a01b9a81b44dd
05be78ec4294f52 

•     

http://www.achievethecore.org
http://www.edmodo.com/
http://www.edmodo.com/home
http://www.edmodo.com/home
http://www.edmodo.com/home

